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Feedback or questions should be directed to: 
Jack White, Race Committee Chair: 
Jack@SnapshotJack.com 
Clark Chapin, Race Committee Secretary: 
ClarkEChapin@gmail.com 
Tom Ehman: 
TE@CharterMI.net 
If you no longer wish to receive this newsletter, 
send an email to ClarkEChapin@gmail.com. 
Back issues are available HERE. 
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Your 2020 Race Committee 
Jack White, Chair 
Brook Smith, Vice Chair 
Clark Chapin, Secretary 
Fritz Wagner, Quartermaster 
Ty Cathey (IL)  Rick Lyons 
Tom Ehman  Bill O’Donnel 
Bill Foster  Kerry Pebbles (FS) 
Brian Hawkins  Ann Taylor 
Rick Jarzembowski Steve Wiseman (LA) 

2021 HPYC Board of Governors 
Brian Hawkins, Commodore 
Clark Chapin, Secretary and Past Commodore 
Brook Smith, Treasurer 
Bill Foster, Governor 
Bill O’Donnel, Governor 

Special Edition 
This Special Edition is being sent for several reasons, 
but the most important is that the Race Committee 
is hosting an open forum Zoom Meeting on 
Thursday 5-Jan at 7:30 PM to do two things: 

• Lay out the preliminary plans for 2021 and 
(hopefully) our return to a more normal 
schedule; and 

• Gather feedback from current, potential, and 
former sailors about our plans in order to serve 
all of you better. 

In addition, there are exciting things happening in 
the world of sailing that just couldn’t wait until 
February. 

Open Forum for Sailors 7-Jan! 
The Open Forum will be similar to 
the in-person event held in 

September 2019 that was open to 
current, former, and prospective 

sailors, but will be held on Zoom. A 

meeting invitation will be sent out, 
but the meeting information is:  

DATE: Thursday 7-Jan 7:30 PM 
https://www.zoom.us/  

Meeting ID: 482 219 6565 
Passcode: 1067 

Open Forum Topics 
• Special Announcements 

• 2021 Race Committee 
• 2020-21 Racing Program 
• Fewer races for Gold Series, more time 

for alternate activities 
• Slalom Race Returns 
• Racing Rules Book Club Returns 

• US Sailing First Sail Program 
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36th America’s Cup Competition 
The 36th America’s Cup 
competition kicks off on 
December 18, (December 17, 
in the USA) with two days of 
a double round robin 
competition between the 
four teams: 

• Emirates Team New 
Zealand (ETNZ), the defender 
from the Royal New Zealand 
Yacht Squadron; 

• Luna Rossa Prada Pirelli, (ITA); 

• American Magic Team USA, (USA); and 

• INEOS Team UK, (GBR) 
The rankings of this event, called “The America’s 
Cup World Series” will then determine the pairings 
for the “Prada Christmas Cup” on December 20. The 
winner will race the fourth-place boat and numbers 
two and three will face each other with the winners 
of those matches squaring off for the Christmas 
Cup. Each race is supposed to be only 20-25 
minutes long. 
Later, the Prada Cup will determine the Challenger 
will be for the Cup Match in March. 

The boats are fantastic 
75-foot foiling 
monohulls with 
hydraulically-controlled 
foil arms that are raised 
and lowered on each 
tack or jibe. They reach 
speeds of 50 kts or 
greater. 
There are several ways 
to view the racing. In the 
US, NBC Sports has the 
broadcast rights, but it’s 
not clear which races are 

going to be shown on cable. The December races 
are offered on a premium streaming channel for a 
fee of (ahem) $174.99. 
The organizers have promised television coverage 
on https://americascup.com, but it may not be live 
coverage. 

Vendée Globe 2020 Update 
The Vendée Globe has been 
described as a combination 
of a sailboat race and 
climbing Mt. Everest. 

Singlehanded, non-stop around the world through 
some of the most treacherous and lonely places on 
earth.  

Much has happened in the last two weeks: 

• Both Alex Thompson in Hugo Boss and 
Samantha Davies in Initiatives-Coeur have 
dropped out and sailed to Cape Town, South 
Africa. 

• Kevin Escoffier’s boat, PRB, broke in half and 
sank in the Indian Ocean. Keven had only 
minutes to grab his survival suit and escape into 
his life raft. He was dramatically saved the next 
morning by another competitor, Jean Le Cam. 
He was later transferred to a French warship 
and transported to Reunion Island and safety. 
Jean Le Cam will be granted redress for the time 
lost rescuing his fellow competitor. 

• Race leader Charlie Dalin in Apivia passed both 
the Cape of Good Hope and Cape Leeuwin on 
the southwest corner of Australia, but suffered 
damage to one of his foils and noticeably 
slowed, dropping him to third place. 

• Several of the competitors have passed the 
halfway point. 

The positions of the racers are updated every four 
hours at: 
https://www.vendeeglobe.org/en/tracking-map. 
Daily update videos (in both English and French) 
including reports from the competitors are at: 
https://youtube.com/user/VendeeGlobeTV 
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